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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



MR. WM. ROSCOE THAYER AND PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 

Sis, — Mr. Thayer's reply to me in the September Review con- 
cerning the Venezuela matter indicates that he is indifferent to docu- 
mentary evidence, and finds hearsay sufficiently satisfactory for his 
purposes. If he had consulted the Red Book, he would have learned 
that it was Mr. Hay who authorized me to act for Venezuela. That 
being the case, I could not, of course, encourage him to state that it 
was Mr. Roosevelt. In asking Mr. Hay to act as mediator, I pursued 
the usual course; and in selecting Washington as the place for nego- 
tiations, I simply followed the good diplomatic rule to secure as the 
seat for carrying on a controversy one with a favorable environment. 
What I wanted was the moral support of the American people. The 
aid of Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Hay I neither solicited nor accepted 
during my entire stay in Washington, and it would have been highly 
improper for either of them to have attempted to control my work 
or to interfere in the negotiations. Only those who are duly author- 
ized can act as arbitrators or plenipotentiaries. I did my work, and 
no one else did it, and I naturally must decline to be browbeaten by 
Mr. Thayer into permitting the false statement to be made and re- 
peated without contradiction, that Mr. Roosevelt did it. Would Mr. 
Thayer allow any other person than himself to claim the authorship of 
Mr. Thayer's biography of John Hay ? Of course not ; and if he sub- 
mitted documentary proof as conclusive evidence of the fact that he 
himself wrote the book, would he not expect the public to accept that 
evidence rather than hearsay? I offer the Red Book and Blue Book 
as complete and final proof of the truth of my assertions. Mr. Thayer 
ignores all documents, tells his impossible story, and then quotes 
Mr. Roosevelt and Dr. Buenz, the German Consul-General in New 
York, and concludes with the declaration that, if the story were not 
true, Bernstorff, the German Ambassador in Washington, would have 
denied it. Mr. Roosevelt admitted that he fooled both the American 
people and the Kaiser ; Dr. Buenz was sentenced to an American prison 
for making false statements and for other discreditable reasons ; and 
Bernstorff was too busy lying to tell the truth about anything. 

Herbert W. Bowen. 

Woodstock, Conn. 



